
January Events        More information from Selsey Care Shop, 121 High St, open 
                                             Mon to Sat, 9.30am to 4pm, or telephone 01243 201616.    

Wed 1st RSPB New Year's Day Guided Walk – from Earnley Car Park. 9.45am – 1.30pm. £7 per person, 
£4 members. Booking essential on 01243 641508.

Dick Whittington – Cloud Nine Musical Theatre Group production in Town Hall. 7-9pm. £8.

Thur 2nd Book Break  – browse new books in Selsey library. First Thursday each month, 10.30-11.30am. 

Sat 4th Cancer Relief Jumble Sale – Methodist Church Hall, 10am-12.30pm.

Sun 5th RSPB Bird Walk – Pagham Lagoon and North Walls.  Meet in Church Lane, 10am – noon.

Tues 7th The Writer's Circle – first Tues each month. For writers and beginners. More from 01243 601550.

Wed  8th Antarctic Penguins  – talk hosted by Selsey WI. Town Hall 2.15-4.30pm. More 01243 603221.

Selsey Town Council Consultation – have a say about Selsey's Business Plan. Town Hall, 6pm.

Thur 9th Jigsaw Puzzle Club – in aid of Snowdrop Trust.  14 Green Lane, Selsey, 10am-4pm.

Mon 13th Movies for Memories – 'Ladies in Lavender' - Town Hall, 1-3.45pm, bookings on 01243 201616.

Thur 16th Lunch Club – good company and a tasty lunch. East Beach Church. More from 01243 607741.

Wed 22nd Support for Dementia Carers – join a peer support group and have a chance to talk about how 
dementia affects your life.  Fourth Wednesday each month, run by Alzheimer's Society. Methodist 
Church Hall 1.30-3.30pm. Register to attend on 01403 213017.

Sat 25th Table Top Sale – craft stalls, cakes, bric-a-brac and much more. Methodist Church Hall 9am-1pm.

Mon 27th Movies for Memories – 'Fisherman's Friends' - Town Hall, 1-3.45pm, bookings 01243 201616.

Thur 30th Cancer Relief Jumble Sale – Methodist Church Hall, 10am-12.30pm.

Please note that space here is limited – many more local events and weekly activities are listed 
in the Selsey Community Diary at:   www.selseycommunityforum.uk/Community-Information/

Weekly Activities      (Please note that some groups might not meet on particular dates.)

Mon Dementia Support Services - drop in to see Sue Hancock and find out all about Selsey Dementia 
Action Alliance and local dementia support services. Selsey Care Shop, 121 High Street 4-5pm.

Sing Your Heart Out! - friendly and supportive singing group. Selsey Town Hall 1.30-3pm. 

Tue Selsey Men in Sheds - pursue your practical interests and hobbies or just chat over a mug of tea. 
10am-4pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays and 10am-2pm on Saturdays.  See www.selsey-men-in-
sheds.co.uk or visit their Shed at Plot 2 (behind Cricket Pavilion), Recreation Ground, Paddock Lane.

VIP Club - for the visually-impaired. Hanover Close 2nd & 4th Tue each month 2-4pm - 606995.

Whist Drive – friendly event at Selsey British Legion 7.30pm. More - Madeleine 01243 603531.

Wed Selsey Wood Carvers - be creative with wood and enjoy good company - ladies and
gentlemen welcome.  Scout Hut School Lane. 10am-4pm. See www.selseywoodcarvers.co.uk.

Model Boat Club - Sail radio-controlled boats (weather permitting). East Beach Pond 10am-Noon.
 Also meet Sundays at same times.

Fitter Sitters - gentle exercise class for the less mobile. Selsey Centre 10.20-11.20am.

Crafty Natter Club - many different crafts including embroidery, flower arranging, quilting and card 
and bread-making. Methodist Church Hall 1st & 3rd Wed each month 2-4pm. Lisa 01243 601032.

Selsey Community Choir – Methodist Church Hall, 7-8.30pm. 

. Selsey Folk & Music Club - play, sing or just relax and listen with a drink from the bar.
Third Wednesday of each month at 7 for 7.30pm in the Selsey Club. More from 07721 532711.

Thur Selsey Bridge Club - friendly group, mixed-ability players. Selsey Centre 2-5pm. Carole 602250.

Carpet Bowls - come along and give it a try.  Medmerry Primary School 7-8pm.

Fri Darby & Joan Club - bingo, a cuppa and a chat in a friendly atmosphere with subsidised days out. 
St Peter's Church Hall 2-4pm.  Find out more from Kim on 01243 937730.

Gardening Club – visitors welcome. Selsey Centre 7.30-9.30pm. More from 01243 604634.
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Get to Know the eLibrary
Did Santa bring you a new smartphone, tablet or 
computer for Christmas? Are you now learning 
what you can do with it?  Selsey Library can 

help!  At a free New Year event, you can learn 
how to download eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
eMagazines, eNewspapers or eComics

Tuesday 21st January 2020,
1.30 – 3pm.

Book a place by visiting the library or
ringing them on 01243 642110.

13th January

'Ladies in Lavender'

Ageing spinster sisters 
discover a young man 

near death on the 
beach near their home.

27th January

'Fisherman's Friends'

Ten fishermen from 
Cornwall achieve a Top 
Ten hit in this enjoyable 

comedy-drama.

- in partnership with the wider Manhood Peninsula

In China, 2020 is the Year of the Rat, the first year in 
the Chinese zodiac. According to one myth, the 
Emperor said the order of the years would be 

decided by the order in which the animals arrived at 
his party. The rat tricked the ox into giving him a ride 
and, just as they arrived at the finish, the rat jumped 

down and landed ahead of the Ox to come first.

In Chinese culture, rats were seen as a sign of 
wealth and, because of their reproduction rate, 
married couples prayed to them for children.

Some Predictions About 2020
Some dubious predictions have been made for 

things that would have happened by 2020.

- In 1994, a think tank speculated that by 2020, 
houses without a robot in the broom cupboard 
would have a live-in ape to do the cleaning and 
gardening. They also thought that well-trained 

apes would be acting as our chauffeurs.

- The science writer Arthur C. Clarke believed 
that the boring houses of 1966 would be 

radically different by 2020 and would be able to 
move anywhere on earth on a whim. 

- Popular Mechanics thought in 1951 that every 
family today would have at least one helicopter.

- In 1966, Time magazine reported that , by now, 
nobody would work and we would all be rich!

Lunch & Movie Club
'Movies for Memories' at 1pm in the Town Hall. 

Thank You from Selsey Care Shop
A very big 'thank you' from all at the Selsey Care 

Shop for your wonderful cards, gifts and 
donations at Christmas. We are so grateful. 
Our best wishes to you all for the New Year.
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Folk & Music Club
Did you go to those Folk Clubs 

back in the '60s? If so, you 
might want to try the Selsey 

Folk & Music Club at The 
Selsey Club, Coxes Rd at

7 for 7.30pm on the
3rd Wednesday of each month. 
You can play, sing or just relax 
and listen with a drink from the 
bar.  Club supporters perform, 
followed by a 40-minute guest 
spot.  More information from 

07721 532711.

What Does Selsey Community Forum Do?

Selsey Care Shop

Selsey Care Shop Shop is open Mon-Sat 
for 40 hours each week – activities include:
   - Selsey Befrienders to counter
     loneliness in the community with:

-- Befriending visits and outings
-- Daily phone calls in Selsey 
    and Bracklesham
-- Lunch & Movie Club with
   'Movies for Memories
-- Christmas Day Community Lunch
-- Social interaction events
-- Craft workshops
-- Publishing and distributing 
   Senior Selsey News each month

   - Selsey Carers support unpaid
     carers and their loved ones with:

-- Information and advice 
   during personal conversation
-- Support Group
-- Men's Breakfast Club
-- Social events and outings

   - Selsey Wellbeing offers low-level
     mental health support with:

-- 'Its OK not to be OK' Group 
-- Mentoring and counselling
-- Parenting support
-- Bereavement support
-- Debt support (planned)

   - Selsey Dementia Action Alliance:
-- Information and advice 

             through personal conversation
-- Signposting to other organisations
-- Dementia carers support
-- Activities and social events for 
   those living with dementia 
-- Dementia awareness in 
   Selsey and the wider area 

   - Community Information:
-- Maintains Community Diary
-- Coordinates events
-- Provides 'welcome information

      packs' for visitors and new residents
-- Advertises local events, activities
   and other functions

   - Catering for events 
   - Transport arrangements for events
   - Selsey Community Forum administration

Partnership Forums

Local groups, churches, businesses and   
statutory organisations meet regularly to:
   - Share information and news
   - Discuss ideas to improve the 
     range and variety of local services
     and community groups
   - Plan projects
   - Source and obtain funding
   - Develop leadership and 'best practice'
   - Encourage Youth Networking
   - Foster adult social care
   - Support those in poverty

Selsey Dementia Action Alliance

Selsey Community Forum led in the formation
of the Selsey Dementia Action Alliance which 
seeks to make Selsey and the wider Manhood 
Peninsula truly dementia-friendly communities.

Cycle Route

Selsey Community Forum has been at the 
forefront of a long effort with partners to 

provide a direct 9-mile Selsey to Chichester 
Greenway cycle route as a safe
alternative to the busy B2145. 

Ferry Farm Community Grants

The local Ferry Farm Solar Project provides 
around £20,000 per year for community 
groups based in Selsey and Sidlesham. 
Selsey Community Forum administers

the grant process.

Partners

Selsey Community Forum's partners include 
local councils, churches, businesses, care 
homes, community groups, Venture Club, 

Selsey Lions, Selsey Medical Practice,
West Sussex Carer's Support, Crossroads 

Care and the Alzheimer's Society.

Staff & Volunteers

To discharge all its activities, Selsey 
Community Forum employs 6 dedicated 
part-time staff and has around 80 highly-

appreciated and valuable volunteers.

Sad Passing of Common Sense
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, 

Common Sense, who has been with us for many years. 
No one knows how old he was, because his birth records 

were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape.

He will be remembered for such valuable lessons as 
knowing when to come in out of the rain, why the early 
bird gets the worm, why life isn't always fair, and maybe 
why it was 'my fault'. Common Sense lived by simple, 
sound financial policies (he didn't spend more than he 

earned) and reliable parenting (adults, not children, were 
in charge). His health began to deteriorate when well-

meaning but overbearing regulations were set in place.

Common Sense lost the will to live as criminals received 
better treatment than their victims. He took a beating 

when you couldn't defend yourself from a burglar in your 
own home - but the burglar could sue you for assault. 
Common Sense finally gave up the will to live after a 

man failed to realise that a steaming cup of coffee was 
hot and carelessly spilled a little in his lap -  only to be 

rewarded with a huge compensaton payment.

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, 
Truth and Trust, his wife, Discretion, his daughter, 

Responsibility and his son, Reason. He is survived by 
three stepbrothers: I Know My Rights, Someone Else is 

to Blame, and I'm a Victim. Not many attended his 
funeral because so few realised that he was gone.

    (Abridged from  a much longer version by Anon)  

John the Handyman
 John set up his business 20 years ago 
specialising in small diy-type jobs for the 
over-50s in which many tradesmen are 

not interested. John charges by the hour 
and agrees a price before starting any 
work; he is insured, DBS-checked and 
references are available. If you have a 
small job you do not feel up to tackling 
yourself, ring John on 01243 603750.

The sun is like bread -
it rises in the yeast

and sets in the waist!

   Scam Corner
Think you'd never fall for a scam? Think again, as on-line scam 

awareness is increasing, the scammers are turning to more 
traditional ways of catching people out.

Hang up the phone. If it sounds odd, it probably is. Scammers may 
claim to be from your bank, asking for details such as your PIN 

number or passwords for online banking. Always verify suspicious 
phone calls by hanging up and calling your bank direct. Use the 

number on the back of your bank card to call back. Sophisticated 
techniques, such as using a UK phone number or already having 

some of your details, can make these calls seem authentic.

Look out for unexplained post. Postal scams are common. You 
may receive a letter claiming to be from a business, charging you for 
services you have never used, or even stating you’ve won the lottery 

and need to pay fees. Always be wary of letters asking for money.
If the letter seems to be legitimate, such as from a utility company, 
ring an authorised number for this company to confirm it is valid if 

you have any concerns. Watch out for anything that seems too good 
to be true, such as winning a competition you never entered.

Be aware of those around you. Scammers are increasingly 
targeting older, more vulnerable people, with National Trading 

Standards reporting 85% of victims of doorstep scams are aged
65 or older. Encourage family or friends who might be vulnerable to 

talk about any unusual phone calls, post or pressure
they're under to make payments.


