
December Events        More information from Selsey Care Shop, 121 High Street, open 
                                                    Mon to Sat, 9.30am to 4pm, or telephone 01243 201616.    

Mon 2nd  Carols at the Library – Medmerry School Choir and refreshments. Selsey Library 10.45-11.45am. 

Movies for Memories – 'White Christmas' - Town Hall, 1-3.45pm, bookings 01243 201616.

Carol Service – Chichester Cathedral, dementia-friendly, 2.30-3.30pm. Bookings 01243 812497.

Tue 3rd   The Writer's Circle – for those already writing or complete beginners. First Tuesday each month - 
visitors welcome. Membership £12/year and £2 per session. Methodist Church Hall 2-4.30pm.

Thurs 5th Book Break – browse new books - first Thursday each month. Selsey Library 10.30-11.30am.

 Tea, Cake & Live Music – enjoy, relax and participate. Methodist Church Hall 2.30-4.30pm. £3.

Sat 7th The Hidden Garden – all about gardening.  The Bridge (behind Library) 10am-4pm

Christmas Fair – all you could want from a Christmas Parish Fair. Sidlesham Church 2-4pm.

Wed 11th Return to Sunday School – cafe- style, dementia-friendly event East Beach Church 2.30-3.30pm.

Thur 12th Jigsaw Puzzle Club – in aid of Snowdrop Trust. 14 Green Lane, 10am-4pm.  More 01243 605942.

Sat 14th Carols Around the Christmas Tree – St Peter's Church  outside (weather permitting). 4-5pm.

Sun 15th Manhood Classic Car Club – show your vehicle or browse.  East Beach Car Park 10am-1pm.

Thur 19th Lunch Club – monthly, with good company and a tasty lunch. East Beach Church. More 607741.

Carers Support Session – for unpaid carers. Methodist Church 1.30-3pm. More 10243 201616.

Ladies in Contact (LinC) – St Peter's Church 7.15-9.15pm

Mon 30th Jumble Sale – in aid of Selsey Cancer Relief. Methodist Church Hall 10am-1pm.

Weekly Activities    (Please remember some groups might not meet on particular dates,
                                                         especially over Christmas and New Year.)

Mon Dementia Support Services - drop in to see Sue Hancock and find out all about Selsey Dementia 
Action Alliance and local dementia support services. Selsey Care Shop, 121 High Street 4-5pm.

Sing Your Heart Out! - friendly and supportive singing group. Selsey Town Hall 1.30-3pm. 

Tue Selsey Men in Sheds - pursue your practical interests and hobbies or just chat over a mug of tea. 
10am-4pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays and 10am-2pm on Saturdays.  See www.selsey-men-in-
sheds.co.uk or visit their Shed at Plot 2 (behind Cricket Pavilion), Recreation Ground, Paddock Lane.

VIP Club - for the visually-impaired. Hanover Close 2nd & 4th Tue each month 2-4pm - 606995.

Whist Drive – friendly event at Selsey British Legion 7.30pm. More - Madeleine 01243 603531.

Wed Selsey Wood Carvers - be creative with wood and enjoy good company - ladies and
gentlemen welcome.  Scout Hut School Lane. 10am-4pm. See www.selseywoodcarvers.co.uk.

Model Boat Club - Sail radio-controlled boats (weather permitting). East Beach Pond 10am-Noon.
 Also meet Sundays at same times.

Fitter Sitters - gentle exercise class for the less mobile. Selsey Centre 10.20-11.20am.

Crafty Natter Club - many different crafts including embroidery, flower arranging, quilting and card 
and bread-making. Methodist Church Hall 1st & 3rd Wed each month 2-4pm. Lisa 01243 601032.

Selsey Community Choir – Methodist Church Hall, 7-8.30pm. 

. Selsey Folk & Music Club - play, sing or just relax and listen with a drink from the bar.
Third Wednesday of each month at 7 for 7.30pm in the Selsey Club. More from 07721 532711.

Thur Selsey Bridge Club - friendly group, mixed-ability players. Selsey Centre 2-5pm. Carole 602250.

Selsey Library - read, chat and listen. 5.45-7.15pm. 01243 602096.

Carpet Bowls - come along and give it a try.  Medmerry Primary School 7-8pm.

Fri Darby & Joan Club - bingo, a cuppa and a chat in a friendly atmosphere with subsidised days out. 
St Peter's Church Hall 2-4pm.  Find out more from Kim on 01243 937730.

Gardening Club – visitors welcome. Selsey Centre 7.30-9.30pm. More from 01243 604634.

If you would otherwise be on your own at Christmas, 
you would be most welcome at the: 

Selsey Community   
Christmas Day Lunch
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 Selsey Club, Coxes Road
1pm on Christmas Day

Bookings 01243 201616

Lunch & Movie Club
There will only be one 'Movies for Memories' in 

December – on Monday 2nd at 1pm in the Town Hall 

'White Christmas'

Classic 1954 movie with
a star-studded cast from 
the era, including Bing 

Crosby and Danny Kaye. 
A group of entertainers 

come together to spread 
Christmas joy and help a 
failing lodge in Vermont.

Carols at the Library
Come along for a festive morning of 
refreshments and be entertained by 

Medmerry School Choir.

11am Monday 2nd December
10.45-11.45am in Selsey Library

'Good Morning' Phone Calls 
Based on the 'Good Morning Selsey' daily telephone 
call service, now in its sixth year, and in partnership

with the Selsey Care Shop, a 'Good Morning' telephone 
service is now operating in Bracklesham, the Witterings 
and surrounding villages. It offers the opportunity of a 

friendly chat with people in the community who might be 
lonely, vulnerable, on their own or perhaps housebound. 
 The service is operated with complete confidentiality by 
trained and DBS-cleared volunteers. If you would like to 

receive calls on a regular basis on days of your 
choosing, or you know of someone who might like to be 

involved, please let them know on 01243 964024.

Christmas Safety Week
Selsey Fire Station is holding a week-long 
Christmas event to deliver free home and 

business fire safety advice as well promoting 
health and wellbeing in conjunction with other 

local organisations. The programme will 
include emergency resuscitation procedures, 

first aid training, health assessment, local care 
providers, portable electric equipment

testing and refreshments.

Monday 16th to Friday 20th December 
10am to 2pm each day, Selsey Fire Station

Reduce Your Energy Bills! 
 Selseyworks has an Energy Advice 

service, providing information on 
 switching to cheaper energy tariffs, on 

energy efficiency, on solar panels and on 
other energy matters. This service has 

already saved over £13,000 from people's 
energy bills in Selsey and Sidlesham this 

year, averaging £150. The energy advice is 
free and has been funded by a grant from 
the Ferry Farm Community Solar Project.

Energy Adviser, Tom Broughton, is 
available in the Town Hall on Thursdays.  
Please call 01243 605803 if you want to 
know more or to make an appointment.



  

Christmas
Crackers

What do you get if you cross Santa Claus with a duck.
A Christmas cracker.

What do you call a boomerang that doesn't come back?  A stick.

Which side of a turkey has the most feathers? The outside.

What do you call a queue of men waiting for a haircut?
A barberqueue.

What happened to the man who stole an advent calendar?
He got 25 days.

What has four wheels and flys? A bin lorry.

What does a football team do when the pitch is flooded?
Brings on the subs.

Attendance Allowance
Attendance Allowance is an entitlement, not
a benefit; it helps those aged 65 or over to 
remain in their own home. If you have any 
illnesses or disabilities that impact on your 

daily life, then you could, perhaps, spend the 
allowance on a gardener or cleaner or

any other help that you might need.

Help with completing the application forms for 
Attendance Allowance can be obtained from:

 - Selsey Care Shop by making an 
appointment for Tuesday mornings by

phoning 01243 201616.
 - Sussex Grange Care Home on:

01243 606262. 
 - SelseyWorks in the Town Hall on:

01243 605803.

Selsey Carers News
With December upon us, the year seems to 
have flown by in a flurry of social events,  

Car Boot Sales and other activities that raise 
much needed funds to give our unpaid 
carers the support and respite that they 
need.  Soon, it will be the New Year and

the whole sequence will begin over again; 
we very much look forward to carry on 

supporting unpaid carers in our community. 
On this note, Selsey Carers want to wish the 
town of Selsey and its generous community, 
our volunteers, the carers we know and the 
ones we don't, as well as the other groups 

we work with in the Selsey Care Shop.

A VERY HAPPY AND PEACEFUL 
CHRISTMAS AND A VERY HAPPY AND 

HEALTHY NEW YEAR 

WSCC Household Waste Recycling Sites 

Because of restrictions imposed by their local 
authorities, many people are now coming from 

bordering counties to use the West Sussex 
County Council (WSCC) Household Waste 

Recycling Sites such as that at Westhampnett. 
These sites are funded by WSCC council
tax payers and, to counter this perceived 
unfairness, anyone using the sites will be 

required from 1st December 2019 to present 
proof of living in West Sussex.  To gain access 

to the site, everyone will be required to show an 
original copy of various specified documents 

with the preferred option being a current driving 
licence. Access to the sites will be denied if 

proof of West Sussex residency is not shown. 

When I was a boy, I had a disease 
which meant I had to eat dirt three or 

four times every day to survive –
thank goodness my older brother

told me about it.

Things About Christmas You Might Not Know
During the puritanical days of seventeenth century England, Christmas was actually
declared illegal.  An Act of Parliament in 1644 outlawed the holiday on the grounds
that it was associated with revelry and merrymaking. This led to a great deal of
conflict and eventually the Puritans were forced out and, famously, left for the New
World in the Maylower.  Unfortunately, they took their distaste for Christmas with
them to the new colony and, from 1659 to 1681, Christmas was illegal there too.
It was nearly 100 years before Christmas in America became a public holiday. 

Probably the largest Christmas present of all time was that presented to
America by France – the Statue of Liberty.  Weighing 225 tons and standing
about 150 feet high, the statue was built on ‘Liberty Island’ and originally
doubled as a lighthouse. 

Over the years Santa actually wore a variety of different coloured suits
including red, blue, white, and green. It wasn’t until he was depicted
wearing his red coat in a Coca Cola advertisement  campaign in the
1930s that his modern image really took off.  Incidentally, Rudolph's
nose was originally blue because red noses were viewed as a sign
of sign of chronic alcoholism.

Christmas is one of the most dangerous times of the year.  Accidents are common with people 
drinking too much at Christmas parties, hanging up lights on wobbly ladders and burning themselves 
in the kitchen.  It is estimated that around 10,000 people in this country suffer from Christmas-related 
injuries.  The Fire Brigades are kept busy as well with a sharp spike in domestic fires over the 
Christmas period, many caused by dried-up Christmas trees.

The Victorians did much to establish the traditions that we still follow today. Before Victoria's reign 
started in 1837, nobody had heard of Santa Claus or stockings or crackers or cards and nobody had 
any holiday at Christmas. The wealth generated by the new factories and industries of the Victorian 
age allowed middle class families to take two days off work to celebrate on Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day. The arrival of the penny post paved the way for the sending of the first Christmas cards. 
Their popularity was boosted in 1870 when the halfpenny post was introduced as a result of the 
efficiences brought about by the new-fangled railways. Turkeys had arrived from America hundreds 
of years earlier but were too expensive for most people to enjoy - beef and goose were the usual 
Christmas treat with rabbit for the poor. By the end of the century, though, turkey had become the 
standard fare for most people in all levels of society, cards were sent, trees were erected, stockings 
were filled, crackers were pulled - and not a lot has changed very much since then.

'Twas the Night Before Christmas

'Twas the night before Christmas and Santa's a wreck
how to live in a world that's politically correct?
His workers no longer would answer to 'elves',

'vertically challenged' they were calling themselves.
And equal employment had made it quite clear,

that Santa could not use only reindeer.
So Dancer and Donner, Comet and Cupid,

were changed for four pigs and that was so stupid!
His wife joined a self-help group and left in a whiz,

demanding from now on her title was Ms.
And as for gifts...why, he'd never had the notion

that making a choice could cause such commotion.
Nothing of leather, nothing of fur...

which meant nothing for him and nothing for her.
Nothing that clamoured or made lots of noise.

Nothing for just girls and nor so for boys.
Nothing that claimed to be gender specific,

nothing that's warlike or non-pacifistic.
No rugby, no football ...some might get hurt,

besides - playing such games exposed kids to dirt.

His sack was quite empty, it was flat on the ground,
nothing acceptable could ever be found.

He needed to find gifts - with no indecision,
for each group of people in every religion,

every race, every hue, everyone ...even you!
So here is that gift, it's price beyond worth...

'May you and your loved ones enjoy peace on Earth'.

(With Apologies!) Scam Corner
Unfortunately, the festive season is rife with 
fraudsters looking to take advantage of us. 
These days, many frauds take place on the 

internet, but the old-fashioned ones can 
still catch us out. Counterfeit goods are not 
only sold on the internet, they also appear 

in pop-up shops or on market stalls.
A simple test is that, if a product is 

suspiciously cheap then be suspicious
and walk on by. There are also fake charity 

scams which work in two ways, either 
using a bogus charity or by pretending to 

be collecting donations for a legitimate one. 
 All charity collectors are required to carry 

official charity identification –
don't be afraid to ask to see their identity.
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